
The project’s design success was in equal parts due to the incredible site, a wonderful 

client, and the amazing history of the Uplifters’ Club House.

The original structure was a log cabin with an eclectic wood crafted interior. The struc-

ture was in an advanced state of deterioration and although the project was not classi-

fied as a historical restoration project, the owners were determined to honor the history 

of the site and building.  

For the site retaining walls, we performed structural engineering. The integration of the 

house into the hillside was the primary challenge. This involved the resolution of a series 

of grading structural and code compliance items which interlock like a puzzle.

Our experience with the grading constraints, structural requirements, and zoning code 

requirements for LA hillside projects helped us create a successful solution. 

LOCATION 
Rustic Canyon, Los Angeles, CA 

CLIENT
The Butler Family

PROJECT TEAM 
Strong Design - Interior Design 

Dobkin Construction -  
General Contractor 

The Yard - Landscape Design 

CW Howe - Structural for Main House
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Single Family Residence

SIZE
5898 SF

YEAR COMPLETED
2012
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